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The Feast of the Federation was to be Lafayette's great
day. But Mirabeau as president of the Assembly, skilled
in every art and endowed with every quality to catch the
eye and ear of the populace, might invest his own part
with so much importance as to eclipse the leading actor.
Mirabeau bitterly lamented that the queen had been
unable to prevail on her husband to shake off his
sluggish diffidence at the Feast of the Federation. Had
Lewis XYI. appeared before the assembled people on
horseback at the head of the National Guards, and
addressed to them the short and stirring speech com-
posed by his adviser, the triumph of Lafayette would
have been turned into a defeat. The undoubted loyalty
of the crowd, which cheered even the queen, would have
risen to enthusiasm, and the deputations from every
part of the country would have returned to their homes
to confirm and spread the legend of a liberal and
patriotic king. Unquestionably a great opportunity of
saving the Monarchy had been missed. It can scarcely
be doubted that had the Court resolutely avoided all
appearance of reluctance and regret for the past, had
the Government shown a little capacity and nerve, the
vast majority of Frenchmen would gladly have supported
the authorities in an attempt to re-establish order and
to close the era of revolution in the summer of 1790.
BoniHe* in the eastern provinces was able to obtain the
assistance of the people and of the National Guards in
the suppression of anarchy and military insubordination,
because they were convinced that he had honestly
accepted changes which he did not pretend to like.
The revolutionary fever was abating in the pro-
vinces. Tba Venetian envoy, travelling from Spain